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Blasted Church Midnight Service Risk-
taking with irreverence by Blasted Church
Vineyards has exploded into the most
talked-about event of the Okanagan Fall
Wine Festival.

Blasted Church’s inaugural Midnight
Service was a tough sell because it seemed a
bit far out for Okanagan. But the following
year, after the 150 who attended in 2004
spread the word, the winery had to cut off
ticket sales (at $70 each, including a bus ride
to and from Penticton). Ultimately 350 test-
ed the capacity of the candle-lit wine cellar.

Marketing guru Bernie Hadley-
Beauregard, who came up with the winery’s
name, also thought up Midnight Service.
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or less, and features Vancouver’s boisterous-
ly joyful Gospel Experience Choir belting
out traditional gospel hymns as diners dig
into Deep South cuisine from Vancouver’s
Memphis Blues Barbecue House, lubricated
generously with Blasted Church wine. The
wines have become famous for their lively
caricature labels, such as Hatfield’s Fuse (a
white wine), named for the man whose
dynamite charge loosened the timbers when
an old church was moved to nearby
Okanagan Falls in 1929. The original blast-
ed church remains in use but is nowhere
near big enough to accommodate the
Midnight Service.

For 2006, the winery is shopping for a

The event lasts from 10 pm to 1 am, more big tent. —John Schreiner
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